Subject: A Trlp to the USSR and CSSR in Aug/Oct 1968

Source An American student at present studX ng in Europe,in his 20'5,
a 3rd generation ”Rusknak” ( his parents came to this country from
Carpatho-Ukraine)

Date : 26 Nov 1968

I present here g series of ny lapressions end observations
from ny visit to the Soviet Union and to Czechoslevaslie. I
hope that tney corrssjpond aliequately to your interests. The
nature of uy journej is thnis. I SbaJOd 2 wveeks as a guest
. with my releulveu in a small town in the Carpatho mountains and
then traveled 3% weeks as a tourist to Xiev, lloscow, Leningrad,
- Hovgorod, and Uzhforod After this I visited 2resov, the High
Tatras, Liberec and Pra sue during a 2 weell jouraey through
Czéchoslovakia.
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I crossod Lne Czechoslovak - Soviet border at Gon on
August 20, the mnorning berfore the invasion. After leaving the
Czechoslov Ik custous, uhe train stooped fa' about 20 ninutes
alonp the tracks between the two countries. Two soldiers:with
suns and lanterns seardhed under and between the cars on each
side;0f the train. At'a distance of 50 yords on csciy side of
the train a-soldier psiroled vine lengtih of tnc traln, Finally
at Cop, I wes <then talien idividually by Lour men wio ciaizined
every 0Pulclo in ny suitcase and dn my pockets. Ixcept Tor
/ " asking to sé&d ny pockets pulled inside-out, viley Gid not search
m; person. They exaulned,gE"CLully every book wnd paper in ny
belonging s, reading every letter I had with ne. “hey asked
me wiry I wasg carrying a Chuirch Slevonic text of the New 'esta- .
-ment. hen I replicd tual I nceded it to o to church, they . -
reluctantl) put it back in tae suiterse. I loter gave this

mopgey op gold that I ¢id not show i SRVEENE IR S AnDor-
f1ce and sepiousncss,., ulg catiy ; ; wowith
1y exit on Cctober 1, ot ti Tzhroyod o T : “her
nercly chocked :iy monc™, s8¢ © Ded ., o a0 . o0 . LOX

contalning a. rccorc _luyel,

ew Tesbement o a parisu »riest. el ©ook ny Lwo cailaras
begind & screen and used one photo to ciccl Lin filn inside.
Several . times thiou hout tue eiflfalr Lucy coie . o 17 I hed say

t)

The small ot - o I Lived _.. TEoLoges Lol In wae

) southwesterin -, arotbilc Ut Iv es o ooHuL -
’ tion of 5,000 ..aC . . .:Zoa cenvos. e peliiive. s ne

industry in . . o .. .colle wno ol ot iuoloyed in e .din

gstration, edi ooiv., U Jublic selw! LCoh. O WG cOollL obl

faris., Aluocd Co Lo Aly owns e oot pronerty o th

honme, neost o. .l . - Do reiluil o0 Loaln the lgut

yeocrs. | naly g Lo LY oowr . L.o..ens, peese, Jig,

a goat 2ad a cou. i cook . 20d stoves, tuow.a g

gtoves 2I°C LioPre ... : 02011, Cudl L..28 are weshed iiv o

sluple tub or dowit . cuac river bed. he ciaildren study for
8 yearrs in schools or Utaelr national leinguage. Tuose whno do
not go directly on to work ;o0 on to :liddle School and then
to the wnlversity et Uzhgorod or Lvov. DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
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AS aniv ~the life in wnis sneil town 1s sinnler than
in the lerrcr CluieS in the Sovicy Union. It is centered nore
on the Toully It 1s nore attached to tradltlon 2id to
common sense tnan torrational sclence, It is less penet: auod
b- the soviet ideology and system. (One exception to this is,
oi course, the edninistrators of the town), Mhils ney be due
also ©o thne Tact that Sub Carpathie was ammexed and subultted
to the soviet system only after thne 2nd iorld Wer. I wvas
uneble o obscrve tinis aspect so well 1n the other regilons of
the Soviet Union, for as a tourist I could never reaci wnis
level of the population. As o rule, howeve:, sll the peodle
conforia to the. soviet ideology and systen oxte;ndllj in order
to live and work in the soclety. The simple Tactory worker
or COlleCuLVG rarmer is allowed nore latitude, o8 long as he
doesn't directly ovpose the system. He cen 20 Lo church cnd
is nore freeto express dissgreement viti thc s;st;u in nis
close groups. But gnyone with e resoansible rositvion in the
soclievy must hide all ex»ression ol 2on>mqte“’;L_Ju_c bhilo-
soohy or of religious faith, nmust defend sovio: oilc, cid
ideoloygy in »ublic wacether he agrecs wity 1t or 100, =2ad ofte
will join the counmunist party for the sole rceason of heving
a better yobk and a better life. I will give sole coacbete
exambleés. One dlscontent worker veos threatened hls job if
he spreoll his discontent over wafes 210l bile OLaer WOrliers.
One young;, women, o librgirian, vas scoldéd aild carzsieacd ner
job because she attended church corvices. fhe o caierge
was glving a bad example, especlaily vo the youi.] .. Uoung
theacner hides nis raluvnr and plans, L0 join the “zi+ o L order
to havé a betvter, iFullcr future. iigny of his Jri . igve
done tne sgme. A yowlg doctor is 2 believer, but ..:. -Irald
even to visit the priest's home with ne for Pearr o1 . oibins
damaglug rumors giout hiuseli in thoe town. Iy cousin oi'ten
derended soviet. ideology and polloy qhon othcrs whcre dresent,
and then 1ﬂv”hcd a2t uhO sane things e yiicn ve were in
privete. Jith 211 o v .ruLvr' p & frizades, I talled moli-
vics and rcli--on only : bocl . g windoue s roors, I wes
convinuall:; h(uuvd DJ 1 Hilj Lo BTG L.o0e topkes
in the strocts or vilh nmowc oLU oo0i ULl oar Ll

Wivh the linited conta ~Coviea Wi o Lo oan Uzhporod,
Kiev, and ilovgorod, I rowand ulte o aliderest . 1rit in whe :

larger civies, In tuae first cluy o a wmen vho 1s o doctor.
In Fiev I becane good friends wit.. Cernan instructor at the
Univer51ty. In the third city I mct o Jounr coumunlst worker.
I received the luppession here thau nore »covle, especlally
the youngecr people, vend O accept the © sovieu soclety

as normal, 28 the Dasls of thier Iiane or lCLOF@ﬂC@, withoul
putting it at a distance and passing e scerious criticel Judre-
nent on 1t, 28 did the people I met on a mole litimate level
in the small town. They, of course, adnlt lmperiections end
some injustices when they are presented wit: facts, but these
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aie minor ¢nd vengorary, oad will e illininated as vhe soviet
soclety de vologos. Prom spcgking with these »deonle, I have
drawn tnls coincluslon., To the extent thet the seonle are con-
viinced of taelir soclety, tiey speeii poliatkces and relislon with
me openly in the stireets and in the cailés, even wicn I becone
very cirltvlcal. o ithe extent thet vhey themselves are deeply
critical or the .oclety, tuey feel less secube and discuss
these matters only in strict privecy. Also olqel peonle tLend
to be more cautious than younicr nDeodle.

To disecribe life in soviet society, one must view it
from two different points af view, from the materiasl asvect
and from wiie spPlritugl or intellectusl aspect. From the
materlal point of view the life 1s satislactory end inproving
every yeab. Auvonopiled are very few and meny household anvli-
ances are lacking, bul radlos end televislons oie quite co:uion.
It can Ve said in gencr rgl that they can buy tae sane tulngs
that we heve. At the same tine, the quelity iz sacrificed to
DUl everyitning on the nariet in Ao overane cost of

living for a Tenll) Tor ose .loati TR o) ;WO ruibles.
Since the average wvage 1s z.oout 1& oles 2 oL, ot husband
andowife izust worl, The only woumen I CT wno Ll 0ot work

ves the wife oy & minister .. thc ovp“nlcnp.SQge jors, eshec-

“ielly in the foverament, Dey a8 much as 500 rubles & onta.

Because o: wiese iinginclal conditions, itne reniliec zluost
never ngve wore visn wwh cnildren.  Dut the weconle scen Lo
freely accewnt tirese condltionsd and live satisTacborly i'ron the
material Dioat ol vicw.

One resirictilon wihlen the peonle in ceneresl feel nost strongly
is the resiriction on thelr movenent eoind travel. This is
particulerly true 1n regerds to thelr travel to the Yest. "qnj
people would like to vislt the Jest and sone have soved onouun
money Tor a trin. In theory ever tilnr 18 »ossible in their
gsoclety. Uith a wishiul hole uDCJ bjjlj for thelyr visa, Lut
in fact they never recélive it. ’

Jron the spiritual point of view the »eo le aore Tive ofd
sarisiied only o tac CILOJUu”"u LY (2 CCC ) %TTQCJSOlvooyLﬁﬁ
soviet ldeology and oll Soiritual, Tiberty is nore ecsily

secrificed utnen ﬂCLbflﬂl wc“l belng, uud a CCLU&iﬂ decree of
meterisl wRll-belng wust e atvelined For tiie »eoysle dn o whole
Lo reflect and demand sphritual liberty, e.g. Czochoslovalkia.
The soviet ujgtom _lvesthe people just enourin ucierliagl well-
being to be setisitéd, bub not cnougn to be ire. Jor other things.
Thils 1g nuch more thann the people had, especla. iy «iver the .
2nd ‘Jorld Jep, and they ere cagptured by wne nevness -nd creat-
ness of sclence aid meterisl progress. Tnings vilic. we toke
for granted are aew aud Qlewt conguests Tor thelr socliety.

They are very comnsclous of building e new materigl soclety fron
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the old prerevolutionary soclety a:id Irow tlle rulias ol the war.
Tuls Tasclnatlion leads many of the pcovle Lo accedt the abso-
lutencecs of naterial zind ircason.

In.general, all peovle thet I wet in the Ulreine and in
Jussle were convinced of a soclalistic society eind would not
Vant to return wo e capltalistic socliety, especially since the cov't.
inroris thnem of only the negative aspects and scandals in our

soclety, These seme beople, nowever, are criticel to greater
b or lesser degpees of the social and personsl injustices in e

. soviet socielisn. This devends on thelr svwakeness to these
injustices.

athia's annexa-
Deonle znd offi-

wnere, being

Kraine.

_ Tnere 1s an lnteresting espect to Sub Ce
lon vy tune Soviet Unlon., I hesird Tronm 7youn
clal sources thet the najority ol Ul

Ukrainian, sligned a peticion %o Le |

An older nan told me, However, thet o8

pPassed around in hils towa alier tue Deti-
_ tlon'to receive Tood, witn »romises tiuet ; be

much bevier -1l he slried the 2etliion. Thls out to Dbe

the sald petition.,

I will wow ©tell how the Ulrainiazin aind “ussisn 2eco.lc thinlk
on various cquccoolions. Ie is dlirilcult to renerallze 110 a

Tfew indlividusl oplialons oin 2 question, UL tucoe oplilons do

nresent a paqp{tial:View.of the currcents of winousht in the -
.soclepy. O tne question of Czechosloralila, I Tound o « neo. lo

in the swall Cerpethlan town hed o ficet Geal oi wady  toadliag =757

aind syunetlly for the Deople ol the occunied land. Iii “ullic
- they repeccied the idees Lron the soviet rodlo aad »ress, but
o beuilnd closed windows aind doors at home they lictencd Lo the
Czech and legtern radio ond gdmitited the Injustize of the sovict
Datvlion. '

Jith ny friend in Xiev, I Fouwnd a deiinlie lock of wnder-
standing end syupathy for tuc Czech aild the chovelis, The

Soviet Uniom nhad tie right o correct ner co-lollo. Lrother

for stepping ouv ol line. ..y irienc Jave 26 scc:cd to be

convinced ol the agttitude of the sovietv.press. Lie Occupation
g © was a gesture oif brotherhood and peace, Tor ﬁf Czechnoslavalkia

had coatinued to drift, 1t would certainly have led to was.
German soldiers wcre:alreally dresent in Chechoslovekia and

a real counterrevolution was teking place. Czechoslovakia

was planning to give a poriion of her land (o Uest Germany.

The ‘Jestern capbitalists were beglnning to establish thenselves
in the countpry. There was a dangerous, livergl ninority in
the country currupilng and taking control of the whole soclety.




The youwnl coEmunist I met in foviorod weg very ginccere and
surprisingly objective. e niumselil was gralnst the occupation
and a good nunber of his fellow connunists counsicdercd 1t a big
error, He gsald thet in thelr neetings they can discuss and
oppose proposged actlons oi vhe rariy, bub, as in this case,
once sonmething is an accomplished fact, dlacusslion ends. It
1s then too late 1o officlally opinose the actlon. nen I
objected that thoire should still be a legal neans vo evaluate
an accomnliuhod policy and ©O express objecilion, as we have
in the Vest, le az Leod and added tinis to the reforms that their
systen uﬂOUld novo. : R :

e
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The.nco“le eilpressed various avivltudes toward their own
soclety. Deéecause ol thelr “clotivo metorial well-being, all
Phepeonle are convinced of the V“l”e oi 2 sociolistic uooiety.
The people in the Carpaithian toun adiitoed ohst thelir life was =
better wnder Czechoslovalkiag betwecn toeiwryrs, wu. O the older
neonle can moke This comparigson, Sluce e ’ litTe
has been so na ra that they gre quite e Dy 20w Loom the naterial
roint of view. They value such tnings as 1 uind
>ducation and free nedical cere very nighly.

The official or.puclic spirit touard the soviewu zoluic
1s one of uvncritical DHregise. Hownuere outside oil intincte
conversation. did I hear anyitaing negative ahout the gociety.
Everything &s good and nothing is bad. Everything ic possible
and nothing is iapcssible in this soclioiy. I even pusincd one
lawyer to puarentéd me-wibhout a doubt that it is poscible for
a professed non uariist christian to nold a top nosition in the |
sovict goncriiient or-in tlle sevtew soviet gsocicty. It olmocgth '
becomes o comdlei with some olficigls. “hen I ottended o wedding
in the Carpathian town, I met the chief o: tie towmts ailitie.

He sald, "that are you poiug to say wiien you return hone? Thet
our weddings here are bad? You coil sce unnt our weddlnss
here are very good." As I concluded o nceting with sn orfficlal

of the comnunist Da;b( 1n the town.and LalLOQ nwey, he lent
TODCOULng the ovhrase, Everyuhing is good here. Iveryithing is

rood

“he QOCbOL in Ughgorod disciribed. sne new ncn uital the )
soviets are Toriiag end the new soclety that thcoy are bullding.
Thiis will be a nocw gooiety of maverigl oad spirltuel well- _
being. “The people will have gll that whey want end will live
happily zad peacefully with en orlentatlion toward tne soclal
good ratiler than toward an egolstic personal Food. Tihe seei-
ingly strict contirols tnatl tie goverawendliposes sire justified
as the nost direct and efficient Wway Tto achileve This coxmon
goal of the pcople. With this discussion we also concluded
that athelem 1s accessory (o the soclallstic goals of comnmu-
aism, Iy friend mentioned that they are now becoming conscious




or the probler ol vhe voor :ud develoning countries o the
world, snd thet this must Pe integrated into theli vision
and thelr social Dngfom.

Wnile I was in.en Uzhr corod café with snother friend, I
asked him about a naue carvod into-the vavle top., He reblied
that this was an qualﬂlan netiongllist wio dicd in exile. e ' e
sald that there 1s stlll a very strong ieelinl ior an indepen—

v dent Ukraine, especislly in the 3 oblasts of CGalscid. He said
' that this feeling 1s less predoringte, but that ib exists
also among the people of Lhc Creat Ukraing.
L’g 5T
fhen I criticised the ingustices of e soviet society
ageinst;roli"ion end'agaihst aan's sphrdt end lﬂbellCLu, ny
ommuinlst Iriend 1in Hovgorod acdnitted ithe meny reforms thab
they nust-have. . He explaincd the’ the times of Stalin vere
inbollerable. Ihrushchev was better, but still very bad.
Breznev was an imbrovement, but not eaourh, Tow “he young
~ coumunists walt for Lregnev Lo e repleced o0 TOT nole reTorns
Lo coue., -

I Townd that all the soviet peovle tiuly ead sincerely

. Wwant peace and Irieadshin betvveen .cst and Zedlt, 224 consider
this also to be the basic s»irit behind soviet policy. ‘he
agrescive, invorial Jcet Tears full reaponsibility o e
tensions and troublcs in viie worlcd. <“here ke a wiac o bhoeltween
the spilrit of Wie saviet neonle and the spirit oi - OWLCT
intcrnagtiongl »Dolicy. <1 3ovliet weople do nov peirccive thls
dii'fercnce. '

In regerd to the avititude of tnese neosle toward the West,
there 1s one questvion whlch cvery peirson everyviiere aciod me. |
~They eslied {or en explanation of the assassinetion oi Joun ead
Hobert Kenncdy. This 1s truly the bigrest americen scandel !
wiilch reaciicd cve y level of their soclety. Iv witnesscs Luo’
es»ecially - fen Teeling thet they hadfJoln Zennedy. ~“irip wﬂl
explanef’Oi o1 nils assassingtion is thew President Jo o son o
thie americon Jove criient 1tscld daisposed ol nin, :

I wos aslied nuch less about tiie wor 1In Vieinawm, o wiuich
it was dirlicult to Cind a coimon ground to besin o discussion,
The peneral pninion is that this ilg an agressive aiericen we:
against a »noor, suitering deonle.. Alitnourir vac soviet Tnion
finances the otiher side of the war, she 1s iree Irom all res.on-
sibility 1in the aifialr because she has 1o goldlers there., 0Oie
Ukrginian fellow scid tnat he would 5lquly volunvecer vo Il
witi the »neople of Vietnam againgt the emerlican egressors. T
gpolte vith a director of Invouwrist 1a :o0scow. He was =t once
offended by the gct of aneric-~h auression, symbathetlc Tor the
waste of american lives and ame¢¢cgn neoils, aind triuamdhant
over the waste of american greatmess ond sirengihh dn this oiTalr.

ilany -people gsked for en explanation of thne assassenatiion
of lartin Luther Iing. ATter one young wan stréncly criticised
the racism in the Stagtes, I changed the subject and worked
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around ©o agk nin about the nécirocs Trom Africa SquV1n~ in

soviet UHLVOPSLuLOS. He OOGDlJ confessed that he did not like
Lo be around then end was gled thet none of thom lived in the
Soviet Union.

In the U.S. clections, they were not entliusiasitlc about
cither cendidate, They chowed less conridcice in i'ixon.

The people everywiere were vcry invercsited o hear about
liffe in Jestern soclefy. Uhey neer only about the nechtive
aspects. cad imow that there is more to tne reality. seeling
how I am svudying and traveling in Europe, they were very
surprised to learn.thalt ny icituer is o siuple worier. At
one public gatinering in.the Cerpatitian town, I vas appreached
by a group of young men van wanted te kuow iy opinion atout
questions in religion ead »uillosophy, and to aau~ avoul american
liTe., A8 I expls ained about :en's clothing in the States, a
Party official in the town begen listening in. He lmnedistely
took me by the arn and llbOLallj dreced me off to amother !
group. in the. sothgring. The CGernan LnutruotO' in Kiev spent
all the tine viti?®ehet he could. e exploined “his hinsclf.

I wes the Tirsv Apieplcan in the flesh thet he ever uwet, and
‘he wented to imovw think and live. He ceajoyed hecbins ny
owinidns, even 1T he didn't coree vithh ticn, because e
never heabdd ithen personalljlo:n:osscd before.

Aiter D0 years oi soviel rule, Christlanity nes a liuited
but alid foundavion among the neople oi tue Ulireine ond ussia.
It stlill hes a pgreat suru . le zncad or itscli becsusc or the
soclal »ressures worliing against it. Antircli_ious aad athelsilic
provafanda gve full public rigats while tae Juurc: is coniined
vo the linits of its own institutions. It teoccues mo:ce and lore
isolated rrowm tho_younuo¢ cencration ohd tub curirrcint of nodern
life. There eore 6 nain arguments given ageinst religion.
irst, relislon is only Tor the old, superstlilous nconle.
youny persoil vould assoclpte nimsell with tnen by oinrs o
churceil, gooond, tilere 1s no need gor relision. The neodle
live & good-life without religion, so why Should they ukvc itv.

T
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Reli’ion is conpletely reduced to tue objectivo level ox unozlon
and reason ond loses its ulCﬁl¢lCEﬂCp. Thiird, rcligion is :
allainst science and modern life. Foirth, "OWKflon is a2 deed
elienstion from conmuwnism and its ideals. 7 iuﬂ the scandels

Trom the worelliuty ol the clergy asre oresented o8 renresentative
of tne Church and orf religlon. Sixtn, History siilows thet the
Chivirehh has aanyu sided withh the rulers 200 Whe 0NDressons or
the people. It hes never been tie Shurca ox the vorkers. Even
during vae vap, the Casclst cermand atitaciied tnewn under the
notto, "Cott mit wns". Lhe Orthodox Church, 244 the others as
well, is istleted within its own institutions and has 10 mcens
1o correct lnaccurgte and rash charges or to defend 1tself.in
society.
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he avo-_uo Jounr soviet nes been Xept rroi reliclon and
eupoged o aunclstic proraganda. Even 1T this has led hin to
indifTerence or o a micdle position critical of Dboth sides,
e has no coanbtact with the liTe or the Churchh to sense the
subtle bpersecutlion. He is thererfore coavinced thet the Church
is conpletely Tree end unhindercd. There 18 2 separetlon between
Church end‘State, and ¢ the Thurch is Tree pf she doesn't
oppose or ulx with the State. In actualily, this separation
of Church and State means the totel predoninence oi the 3tate

Voand the:extinﬂuishing_isolapion o the Churca.

-

Q0 Ut the extenslve mcasures to extinguish religlion are in
LcCDAVij_#ﬁOLLGCblVG- In Jovgorod, a clity oi' 119,000 neople
and only one functioning chu;ch, ay Triend and I zskhd scveral
people on the oireet 1l thney velieved in God. 45 siloely men
vas . afrald to ansver., A Girl of cbout 18 years snswerasd ‘'yes',
cand walked quickly away. Jor a youing couple, the wiic ,Aswelod
"yes" she believes but her husband doesn't, and they hurr-ied
oif before her nusband could say e woyrd. Two young feiows of
about 20 years sinply laughed at such a Pidiculous ouobtionu.
Another Jounr Tellow, about 17 yeers old, ansvered M

no't but
showed intercst 1ln the cguesition., I took thcopporiunity to ask
'th why he cldn‘" believe. . He thourht for a minute, but couldn't
swer, Tinelly he sald thet hls rancuovher 204 wodther
b_elimre-,-",~ but th%t e wrs 2 Dloncer 2.4 1s now the lonso:nol,
50 he just doesn't belicve, Iy fricnd thea DUil ol neg awvay and
“told e aot to disturb e Doy. In snother ciity o ounrs vorker
exdlained to wme hils simple reogoning. The comnmunicits soy thatl
, one ghould welieve 1 communism and not in Jod. He oocs thrt
J b alter his dectn there will not be any comixuniscn, but there will
‘ be Cod.

The pricsts take o positive outloolr towards the siiturtion

of religion in the bovkel Udnpon. The persecutions brousht a
nuch aceded surification end helped form o new, healihicr,
more cniristlan Church. There i1s only g ulnority of confessing
ciirlstigns, but they are body of convinced =nd strons “:lievers.
They douht whether thelr condition is much worge in e wo then
thet of the Churches in the West., They adnit the precsures
avmlﬂob unom and hope Tor better condiibons in the Future.

They sey thet there has been = bit of progiress in the past
5 or 4 years.

I will add 2 few conments on my 2 weell visit to Czechoslo-
velila, 6 weel:s after the occupation. All the »eanle I net in
“'ésov, the High Tetras, Liberec, and Prague vere completely
asalnst the occubation end coanletely for Svobode, Dubdelr,
snerkovsky, aind Cernik. They consider tils occupaiion in the
ssme light that"Considered the germen occupatlon yecrs baclk.




It ©woolr thnerm conpletely by survrise ond left them very dis-
heartened. One youas, worker in Liberec, az neiber of the
Gommunisy Barty, scid the only solution ig a 3Jrd iorlad Ver

or g couplete chenge in soviet policy including the removel

of Breznev. . Thc only thing thet thie decupation accomnlished,
in his oxinion, wes o destroy uthe Czechoslovali-Soviet Triend-
sulp., Iveryonc verified thplt the counterrevolution o8 will

28 2ll the other charges brousht esgeinst then by the soviets
arc mere ayths. o aras vere raised anywviere agfainst the '
ocuupying soldierg, a2lthoush wo one gave vheir zaythihg to eat
or drink during tue Tirst > or 4 days ou the occudation.

Jhen the troods ralsed the sovietv Tlas 1n the center of Fresov,
the students vook 1t down 2ud tore 1t Lo 2leces. . Then they
ralsed thelr flegg in Likercd, the people dwove L.l cars over
it. In rreso¥ o tank ran over a 2 year old {iXl. _hey
thet the driver of the tanlr commiltied sulclie aiur
There is g placgue and Tlovers where sie dled. I
Eratislava a 16 year old [irl i
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in 2 group of Iist -
stone ihrowlny youth wak siiot 2nd hilled. The soviet iess
reported thet the £irl wes comins to eet the occunying Lroons
with floweirs wnen the counterrevolutiongirices shot her. In
Libered nine nHconlce who lined the streets shegllng their Tists
and throwing stcneg were shot snd killed. AU the nlace vhere
cech wes killaed 1s lgecd o »league with Tlowers., 0On the city
haoll is a plaque with 211 alne names and many Tlovers. The
plagques read in Czech,"In ucmory of the tragld decih of ....
oy August. 21, 1968." .Inclosed with this letier is o photo-
ony of iwo poens concerning Brezncv coinoscd by thn Toys win
o gymnesiun in Libered. :
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ALL over the country redio and television of
wontonly dailosed. At the -refue glroort clonc pon
vold me thet there was 35 nillion lIironen deilane.

g

A voiten ivon rzcué explsined buc soclal pressurc olalnst
those who collaborate with the occupying troops. Onec dircctor
of the compveny where she vorks lnvited three troons into his
offlce to tellk ond drink. ‘nen ithis became Imowi, he wes _
severely scolded by a higher director and his salary wes dropdped |
200 Lronenh g nonti. . '

This women sald that ot the beglnning of the occupetion,

o wirst division of troops entered Prague, fired gt the buildings,
end then withdrew. A second divislon of troovs arrived and wvere
told that the countverrevolutionesries hed done all of the
denese that they Tound in the coty.

. This sone women was oil eye witness to the vwiligsest violence
in Cfrerue.  Tals occured wnen tiie occupying vroons anidiroaciied
1o take control of tne raclo statlon ofl Vinounradsia yliea.




A line of cars aind ouvher véhlcles vere parked in iroat of the

rpdlo station to Llock the wey for the truclis 2ad tenks of the

aCvenclng troons. This was uninvortgnt, Tor the troons eniered

and took conuvirol of the radlo stgilon on foot}k Just then an

autoioblile crashed into-a streetcar of the scene and began

burning. The {ire spread to one of the tenlls, ond before they

could ecitinguish it there wes e big exdlosion., Thec tioons

lnnedlietely opermed Lire on the ci owd Hilling end wounding

meny before they couvld retreatb. Du41¢g this incldent, two

large bulldings on opposhte sides of Vinohredsl.y Ylica, about
block awey iroi the radio stgtlon, vere co. Pletely burned

out and“tno suriounding tulldinge hesvily shelled. Then I asked
her if sne thought the tanl: w:s intenuloncll cet on Tire,

she could not say. Znclosed with ©this levuer cre negratives

ol one of the burned out UUllthUo ai1d of the damsge dGone

o the'Naulqnal Huseun. (fic windovs have all been renlaced) .
There is also inclosed a negative of the occupying vehilcles

on the lest German bordel, at Cheb. '

Peonle sften essked the soldiers way tney et coume. Soue
replied thet tuey webe told tinal tnese was a resl, allitary
counterrevolution under way. Ilany ovners gansercd thet they

-Gid not even lmaw that they were Pnueclng Czecnoslovalkia.

-

They theourht that they were just noving for maneuvers. T
heard meny accounts whlch sald thabt the occunpying soldicirs
dissap roved of the occunation, z2id cven ghune repovits st
goldiers had commitied suicidec.

Jith the occupaitlion six wcoks old, &t wab alrcscdy neces-
azry to distinsuish {ect Iron ficvlon cad event sre lerend.,
I heerd thot one store Xeeper Lold e soldier to o el
leave his pun end chenge out of his wnilform beiore e wvould
servd hin. One café owner invited o wiole [roup o goldlcis
in and goiL tinlm gsvone drunid. e uilen gaved orir all or Luclir
guns, uen tie comuander awolie, he sn0¢ ulmscli rsoncy thor

“answer for his responsibility. It is a ract thwet the ocople

reumoved gnd changed directlions of the road signs during whe
invagion., I heprd tagt onc polish division followed the

road signs, mede a clirecle, snd went vack to Folend., ‘‘here wvere
conflicts anong the soldiers of tne dlfilerent occuwnying armies,.
especlelly Dbetween the Soviets and the otuners. Theire wes

alvays a soviebt commender with each af the non soviet divisions,
to e sure that they carried oult thelr orders. I heard thet
when two polish soldiers vere cherged witn violating o Zzech
~irl, the sovlieu commender shot them on ©he s20U.

Jokes wcre alf@noy beinr passed ground. For cienvle, Wiy
did the Soviets stabtlon 15 te ﬂﬁo al every boby hoshitol?
To shoot all the counterrevolutionaries when they are born,

I conclude ...
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